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GET MORE POWER
NEW ENGINES
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‘ The XRAY NT18T is fast, nitro-powered and super-sophisticated, and

| that’s probably why it’s one of my favorite micro vehicles. But
like any other gearhead, | had to make it even faster and
more durable. | had an OFNA/Picco P-Zero .85cc racing
engine that was waiting for a home, and | couldn’t think

| of a better place for it than in the NT18T. It’s sure to
increase its speed, so | had to make the truck more

durable. The project begins ....

ENGINE SWAP

The Picco P-Zero might be small, but it
isn't short of power. Like the larger
Picco Evo engines, it features ABC con-
struction, a turbo ground crankshaft, a
bushing-equipped machined-aluminum
conrod, a twin-needle slide carb and a
machined-aluminum cooling head with
a turbo-plug head button. The pull-start
version is a drop-in replacement for the
Sportwerks Chaos, the IRC Vulcan,
Team VTX MS1 and MST1 and Trinity's
Next. The non-pull-start version is per-
fect for the XRAY NT18 and NT18T and
any other micro vehicle with flywheel
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»» Picco non-pull-start P-Zero
engine—51118; $130

access.
To install the Picco, I had to slightly
modify the XRAY chassis because the

MODIFIED
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It's easy to see where | ground the engine-mount plates to allow the
Picco engine to fit the chassis.

198 RCCARACTION.COM

You may recognize the body
because it's the one Zegers
RC Graffixx painted for a
“Behind the Wheel" feature a
few issues back.

engine's case is a little wider than the
stock engine's. I ground away material

from the engine-mounting plates,
which are attached to the chassis. The
finned engine mounts, however, didn't
have to be modified. | ground away
about 2mm of material from the front
inside parts of the engine-mounting
plates to allow the engine to be
dropped in without catching on any-
thing. A Dremel Tool with a grinding bit
does the job, but a bench grinder will
cut through the steel in a fraction of the
time.

The upper deck had to be modified,
too, because the Picco has a larger carb.
But before I did this, I rotated the slide
carburetor 20 degrees inwards to allow
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If you choose to use the same engine as | did, you'll have to grind a notch in the
upper deck to allow the slide carb to open completely.




The OFNA/Picco P-Zero engine is a screamer, and
it runs reliably. To fit a variety of applications, it's
available with and without a pull-starter.

No fancy anodizing or colored
hardware here; this truck is all
business. The hop-ups are easy
to spot, however, if you know
what to look for.

The aluminum knuckle arms and driveshatts are must-have mods if you decide ~ The adjustable rear turnbuckies allow you to adjust s
to install a Picco engine, as | did. The aluminum shock towers are ultra-stout, ~ The stock truck had 4 degrees of toe-in, and
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it to open without binding against the brake actuator tube.
Having positioned the carb correctly, I noticed that the throttle
arm was binding against the upper deck and preventing the carb
from opening completely. I ground the upper deck to make room
for the slide carb to open to full throttle. After I had completed
these mods, the engine dropped right in. The stock, tapered, split
washer, the flywheel, clutch nut, clutch shoes and the clutch bell

fit the Picco engine perfectly.

BULLETPROOFING

After installing the Picco engine, I moved on to strengthening the
suspension. This was easy because RC America offers many
option parts for the NT18T. As they do on any RC car, parts will
wear out and break. The stock plastic universal driveshafts take
a lot of abuse and will have to be replaced more frequently than
any other component on the truck. Carry a bunch of spares in

TRACK TIME

your toolbox, or install the optional aluminum driveshafts as I did.
They're a lot more durable and won't fall apart when you smack
a board or any other track barrier. If you can afford only one set of
aluminum driveshafts, install them up front because the front end
of the truck usually takes hits.

The stock plastic knuckle arms also take a great deal of punish-
ment, and a hard crash will snap them off the knuckles. I installed
a set of aluminum knuckles (sold individually for the left and right
sides) because I wanted to bash on the truck with complete con-
fidence. The stock plastic shock towers have held up very well,
but I didn't want to take any chances because I knew that my
Project Truck would be much faster. I installed the optional,
black-anodized front and rear aluminum shock towers (sold sepa-
rately). They're stronger and more rigid than the stockers.

The stock plastic oil shocks work well and are very durable,
but I didn't want to take any chances. [ outfitted the truck with a




