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XHAY

Words: Derek Buono = Photes: Carl Hyndman

Forget luxury, XRAY means performance.

RAY has lots of things going for them. If their top-of-the-line fit and finish isn't making
cher companies tremble, it's their amazing packaging and slick advertising. Throw in
th&fact that they won't stop until something is merfect—even when many r;:r:rnsu:ler

€ fythe“best ha‘hﬂlmg car, but it looked good, and was marketed well They have since
2> c:fad to most of the major markets, and their latest venture almost makes that journey
ete. The NT1 is XRAY's first nitro touring car. They are entering a field full of cars that

“"t ,2 ,ﬁf‘thé game It’E abucidmg touring car market where you can gain supporters

- about whe warks and what doesn't, so the NT1 is Etartlr‘ug at a much higher
. position *than their first electric. It's already winning races around the world,

' it can it crack into the highly loyal field of nitro touring car owners? We'll
ave tc: wa;t to see what happens in this small but important class,
i : “and until they find their spot in the hierarchy, we're
- going to give it a beating.
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We call it winter dumper!
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You'll find lots of attention to detail in every XRAY product, and the NTT
is no different. Things fit together just right. Their own features list calls
out the freest drivetrain out there, and | laughed at that until it was built
and the drivetrain did spin very freely, even before being run.

Look! An enclosed radio
tray. It's usually not a big
deal when it comes to
features, but we mention
it because the class is
depressingly void of a
good radio box to protect
the receiver from damage
and the elements. The
NT1 gives you a decent
amount of room for an
average receiver, and it's
enclosed, so wires aren’t
hanging out.

The diffs are some of
the smallest gear diffs
on a touring car. That
means less mass to
move and lower CG,
since they can sit
lower in the chassis.
This will help the car
launch better out of
the hole and be able
to handle high traction
conditions.

XRAY's engine mount
system is awesome.
Once you get your initial
setting, you can simply
remove the top portion
of the assembly and not
worry about setting the
mesh again, because that
setting is stored with the
mount. It makes taking
out the engine easier,
and there’s less chance
of stripping gears after
reinstalling it.

INSTRULCTIONS AND SETUP
Game, Set, Match. XBAY has become the
benchmark in the world of instructions.
It's got the right mix of text and pictures,
it's full color, and it comes with a really
detailed tuning section. While other
companies seem to be cutting back on

instructions, this kit breaks from the pack
with the best set of instructions around.




3 ..the NTT is what we've

come (o expect from XBAY:

YiGH QUALITY AND HIGH PERFORMIANGL:
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XRAY may not have invented the technology, but their
Integrated Suspension Settings makes adjusting the geometry
of the car easier because you don't have to switch block

or add any parts to do most of the tuning. Simply move the
suspension blocks that are part of the arms, and you'll be able

to alter roll center, anti-dive, or anti-squat.
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Strange word, but it's used in sports to talk about things players
do that aren't kept in stats. The NT1 has a lot of intangibles. The
drivetrain was one of the smoothest I've ever felt out of the box. All
the edges of metal parts are beveled, and flashing isn't in places
you'd think. Parts seemingly fall into place without effort. Do other
cars have some of these intangibles? Yes, but XRAY started this

trend, and it continues here.
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Lesson for all: ask BEFORE you run on a track!

XRAY NI1

s

TESTING

On-road nitro track options in Southern California have just decreased,
with one of the longest running tracks now covered with dirt. This
makes Crystal Park Raceway our home test track, which isn't a bad
thing. The permanent track is one of the largest in the area, and on
non-race days, it can pose a challenge, since dust makes the track
have far less traction than on days where it has been treated and cars
make a groove. While these conditions are not ideal for testing, it's
what | had to deal with, as the club race wasn't at a time where | could

get in some real race testing.

Acceleration and Speed ® As | expected, the
combination of super free drivetrain and
low rotating mass made for some impressive
launches from a dig and out of corners. The
limited traction did make it a little tricky

at times, and a revised setup will help in

the lower traction conditions. Speed is on
average with the competition (which is why
it's not a 10 because every car goes about
the same speed), but it might have a slight
advantage because of the sight-blurring rip

out of the corner.
Rating: 10/8

Braking ® The kit comes with the option of
running a front spool, and I opred in for
that one. It makes braking far easier and
more controllable, with a slight sacrifice

in ultimate corner speed. With the kit

balanced correctly, it was easy to nail the
180-degree corners. I approached them hard

and braked hard. Again, the lower traction
did make it necessary to brake earlier than
in race conditions.

Rating: 10
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Low-Speed Handling ® Over the past year

['ve raced with both the Mugen and the
Kyosho, and I have a very good grasp on the
different feel of both. It’s almost like XRAY
targeted the middle ground on this one, as
the steering feel was really good. Direction
changes were quick and had a good, natural
feel. Some kits require what I refer to as
“fake steering,” which is getting the car to
turn by sliding the rear out instead of using
balance and a natural feeling. You can, of
course, tune the car to steer better on power
with the rear diff weights, which will also
increase confidence if you need it.
Rating: 8

High-Speed Handling ® The track was the
limiting factor here, with the surface being
a little less than ideal. This required a softer
clutch and a smoother drive or you'd be
caughr out a litcle. Even with the traction
being low, the XRAY inspires confidence.
Full tilt down the back straight can
intimidate some, but let off and let the NT'1
turn in and it’s hard back on the throtde.
Rating: §° fiis T AR

Y TEST GEAR

Radio: Airtronics M11,
90270TXR, $289

Module/Rx: Airtronics DSSS,
468470, $190

Receiver Pack: MDP
1600mAh,10211, $20

Servos: Hobbico, KCAMO316,
$99

Engine: Max Power, 12602,
8375

Pipe: Max Power, MX02602,
included with kit

Starting Box: OFNA
Truestart, 10248, $170

Fuel: Byron Race 30%, $20

TCAT

LONNELT

AIRTRONICS
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XRAY NTI

Wrenching any questions about what change does what, SCORECARD

Maintenance ® Working on the car is easy the booklet addresses it and even gives you

SCALE RATINGS: 1=PO0OR = 10=EXCELLENT |
once you figure out where you need to a recommended procedure to start with.

wrench to achieve what you're doing. I'll get =~ Which change do you make first? XRAY 100 INSTRUCTIONS
more track time with the car in the next few  suggests it for you. They have a big team, -ll] PARTS QUALITY/EIT
months to see what wears faster, but tuning  and collecting data helps the end user!

the car was easy, and since the fit and finish Rating: 10 ' DURABILITY

is so good, it was a pleasure. 10 TunABILITY
Rating: 10 Conclusion e
Nitro touring isn't as popular as it should q OVERALL PEHFQH_MHQ'QE
Wear and Tear ® Dogbones? Why they chose  be, but that doesn't mean there isn't a good 8 Vi “:- :
e .'—E?'f"

to include these, other than to keep the kit selection of high-end kits if you're a die- B
price lower and make a sale at the time of hard racer. Nitro touring provides levels & HITS
purchase, is beyond me. Every kit I've ever of excitement that no other class can offer, . Enclosid Lo
tested with front dogbones has sent one of and the NT1 is on its way to making a « Instructions and funing gul
those pre-historic links out of the car and name for itself. It’s going to have a tough - Fit and finish are what
lost on the track. I threw a bone out once, time, as the level of the competition has XRAY-near perfect
but you can bet the first upgrade on the been evolving for longer than XRAY has * Includes fmnt 0
car will be CV axles. The front bumper is been making kits. Still, XRAY has to be s MISEES_ i
a litcle soft, which can also lead to higher one of the most determined companies, Al &
breakage, but as long as you're not ramming  and when they enter a market, they go in
things it should be fine. Reports online of with the goal of making the best. The NT1
knuckles breaking seem to have been fixed is what we've come to expect from XRAY:
by an optional stiffer bumper. I'll keep an high quality and high performance. Years
eye on. l:h: belts wer tune Sometinng tells ago they used to be called the luxury brand.

e | _M}r suggesuun is to change that Ingv to thr::

locked up next to VX-gas, never to be used.

5 :j:n- -.-l_:_\-l!rﬂhi. ‘
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FYI: electric TC's are more expensive.
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CONNECT:

MANUFACTURER: Team XRAY
PHONE: 800.519.7221
WEB: www.rcamer

VEHIGLE INFD

VEHICLE: NT1
SCALE: .

T‘I‘;PE: i 4WD Nitro Touring Car
PART#  XRA330000

STREET PRICE:  $450

PRICE AS

TESTED: §1,530

SETUP TIME: 10 hours
EXPERIENCE

LEVEL:  Advnced

10.16 in.

(258mm)

LHASSIS

LAYOUT: Double deck
THICKNESS: 3mm

MATERIAL:

FUEL
CAPACITY: 75¢cc

W SUSPENSION

TYPE: Pivot ball
TURNBUCKLES: Turnbuckles (Spring Steel)

Aluminum 7075 T6

STEERING:
SWAYBARS:

SHOLKS

Mono-crank w/built in servo saver

Adjustable blade

BODIES: Threaded plastic
DAMPING (FR): 600 wt. oil (Hudy)
PISTONS (F/R): 2-hole/t-hole
SPRINGS (F/R): XRAY Siver(175bs)

= e

ORIVE TRAIN

TYPE:

DIFFERENTIALS:

DIFF FLUID:

TRANSMISSION:

SPUR GEAR
MATERIAL:

CLUTCH:
AXLE TYPE:
BEARINGS:

NITRO GEARING

PINION/SPUR:

"BFAR RATIOS:
PRIMARY:

INTERNAL:

FINAL: '

4WD triple belt
spool/Gear
GOK (rear)

Two-speed

Plastic
Cyntax-style
Dogbones
Metal-shielded

Al 2rec

16/59 21/52

3.68:1 2.48:1

1.97:1
7.27:1 4.89:1

RUNNING WEIGHT:
3 lbs., 6 o0z.(1,530g)

{Smm)
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BODY, TIRES, WHEELS

BODY: Not included
TIRES (F/R): Not included
DIAMETER/
WIDTH: N/A
HEXSIZE:  12mm
WHEELS: XRAY vented

ITEMIS NEEDED

Radio, receiver, steering servo, throttle servo, receiver
battery, battery charger, engine, pipe, manifold, fuel, glow
plug, glow igniter, body, paint, tires

MAIN COMPETITION

Kyosho V-One RRR WE, Mugen MTX4R, Serpent 720,
Team Magic G4-5

Advanced touring car racer - -




